
Alumni Spotlight
KEVIN

CHORUSEY ('71)

Please explain your career – title, daily responsibilities, what you like about your
job… 
I am in my 38th year as a member of HT’s English Department; I have mainly
taught English 9 Honors and the senior elective Folklore, Fantasy, and Science
Fiction.  This semester, I have two sections of the SAT/ACT Prep course, and I will
have two sections of American Film during the Spring semester. 
 
How did Holy Trinity help prepare you for life after graduation? 
The most valuable lesson Trinity taught me was the satisfaction that comes from
being part of a group working toward a common goal.  In the senior Humanities
program, we were encouraged to work collaboratively on projects and
presentations.  I was also part of my class’s Junior and Senior Variety Shows, and I
was in the cast of the first two musicals ever produced by the Trinity Theater
Department:  Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat (December 1970) and
Mame (May 1971).   

My first job after college involved working for a
magazine publisher in Garden City, where much
of my work day involved being at a desk writing,
editing, and proofreading.  I did well in my job
and was on track for advancement, but I began to
dread the prospect of doing that for the rest of
my life.  During this time, I joined with some
good friends to do volunteer work with
underprivileged kids.  People began to tell me
that I should become either a priest or a teacher.
 As a teacher, I was able to reconnect with that
love of being part of a team -- and I also enjoyed
guiding students toward the joys of teamwork. 
 
Was there a particular class that ignited your
interest in a field of study? 
That’s an easy one.  I had awesome English
teachers:  John Winkelman, Sr. Brian, Sr. Marcella
Marie, Joe Cupolo, and -- for senior English --
Jim Boglioli.   In my teaching persona, I steal
unabashedly from all of them! 
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Who at HT influenced you in a
positive way? How did that
person help you grow? 
In senior year, I had Jim
Boglioli for English last period
every day. On many occasions,
I would remain after class
chatting with him about
literature or writing. It
foreshadowed the fact that he
would continue to be a mentor
for me when I came back to HT
as a teacher.  

I must also mention Sr. Margaret Paliser, whose training helped me to develop my
singing. Prior to being cast in the musicals, I had always “winged it” as a singer. Sr.
Marge taught me about breathing and phrasing. (Her nickname for me was “the
Singing Nose” because I had long Beatle bangs that hung over my eyes; when I
stood in the spotlight, you could see my hair and my nose but not my eyes.) 
 
Once I joined the faculty, I became friends with Stan Archacki and Bill Dalton, who
had begun their Trinity careers during my student days.  And I’ll always have a soft
spot in my heart for Sr. Peggy Casey, who was fun to have as a French teacher and
wonderful to work with when she was the guidance counselor for many of my
students. 
 
Have you stayed connected to your Titan classmates?  
The classmate with whom I kept most in touch was Phil Antonucci. We were
musical cohorts in our Junior and Senior years, and we became even closer after
graduation -- performing together as a duo in local bars, being in a hard rock band
for a year (until my voice gave out), sharing a house in Plainview with another of
our musician friends, and being in each other’s wedding parties in 1988.  Phil carved
out a terrific career as a guitarist -- most notably in the Chicago tribute band
Beginnings -- and as a sound technician working local and national sports
broadcasts.  Phil passed away in 2012, leaving a void that I still feel keenly.  He was
truly my “brother from another mother.” Three of my classmates are colleagues
now: Jim Fanning, Colleen Morris-Gill, and Glen Jones. 
 

What is your earliest memory of your
“Titan Experience?” Do you
remember your first day of school?
How did you feel? 
For many years, I have been part of the
Freshman Orientation Program each
September, specializing in helping the
new ninth graders find their busses at
the end of the first days of school.  This
is because my first day of taking the
bus to Trinity was a disaster!  I missed
the bus, arrived late to school, missed
the opening assembly, and had to
scramble to figure out where I had to
go and what I had to do.   



Do you think your life would have turned out differently if you had not attended
Holy Trinity? Why or why not? 
When teaching IRONY to my freshmen, I often use myself as an example.  After
graduating from Our Lady of Mercy elementary school, I wanted to go to public
school in Plainview.  My parents -- who had been part of the fundraising drive that
enabled the diocese to build the four original diocesan high schools -- wouldn’t hear
of it.  I attended Trinity “under protest” at first, but the HT magic eventually worked
its way into my heart and soul.  Two years later, while singing “Let It Be” at the
Junior Variety Show, I was moved to substitute the word “Trinity” in the song’s
refrain. 
 
So… the kid who wanted nothing to do with the place in 1967 has been haunting its
halls and classrooms for most of the years since! In my Folklore class, we discuss the
idea that there is a path that characters are meant to follow; it’s plain to see that my
path was meant to include HT. 
 
I was the first member of my family to attend Trinity.  My brother Tom graduated in
1977. Most of my cousins attended Trinity; my children are graduates (Kelsey, ‘ll, and
Graham, ‘16); all but one of my nieces and nephews have graduated as Titans. 
 
And I can’t leave out the fact that my wife, Marianne, hails from the Class of ‘82!
 She’s my greatest Titan connection. 
 
What advice do you have for current Titans?   
Put down your cell phone, turn off the computer, tear yourself away from your video
games, and do something HUMAN!    Your teachers and classmates have expertise to
share, and your school offers priceless opportunities to help you become who you
are supposed to become!  Take advantage -- not for granted! 
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